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eliminating until a few of the very best are left for the
inspection of the final judges. To make things a bit easier,
the putting in order of the road connecting the village
with the nearest trunk road should be an obligatory part
of the competition. If possible secure ladies to help in
judging. The villagers appreciate this very much and it
enables the village women to profit by the competition.
Prizes for seeds and crops are useful, but as far as
possible insist on whole plants being shown, both for
demonstration purposes—a five-foot wheat plant with a
score of tillers is far more impressive than a saucer full of
seed—and to ensure that they are home-grown and not
bought.
Athletic sports and village games are a most important
and popular item of the rural prograriime, both for their
own sake and for the fillip they give to all the rest of the
work. They are best encouraged by organizing tourna-
ments. These should be developed until first comes the
zail, then the tahsil and finally the district or Olympic
tournament. As soon as possible registration of village
games clubs should be made a condition of entry so that
the organization of games may be steadily improved.
(a) Ploughing matches. For ploughing matches, mark
out the ground very carefully beforehand and settle how
marks shall be given. The main thing is that a properly
turned, pulverized, and level bed should be left by the
plough and the principal marks must be given for this.
Great speed is not of importance ; it must not be so great
that it would tire the bullocks before their daily job is done
or so slow that the work would take too long to finish.
Cruelty, roughness and failure of the ploughman to control
either himself or his team must be marked down. A
common fault is to expect ploughmen to plough right up

